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Programming the Future

Ada Byron was born in 1815, the daughter of famed English poet Lord Byron and Anne
Isabella Milbanke, but the girl never met her father, for her parents separated just a
month after she was born. Four short months later, Lord Byron died in Greece. Ada’s
childhood was shaped by iliness, isolation, and a highly structured education. Her
mother, Lady Byron, wanted Ada to be wholly different from her father. Instead of
poetry, Ada was tutored in mathematics. The fruits of her education were apparent
early in her life when at age 12 she designed a flying machine. Her skill and
contributions in her field earned Ada her own holiday—Ada Lovelace Day, celebrated
this year on October 13—a day to celebrate all women in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics.

Lady Byron raised Ada in high society, where many wealthy and privileged men
dabbled in scientific pursuits like botany, astronomy, and geology. There weren’t
professional scientists at that time, so any scientific pursuit was purely a hobby or
pastime. When Ada grew up, she befriended one of these curious-minded men, a
scientist named Charles Babbage, who studied mathematics. The two wrote to each
other often, deeply discussing topics of math and logic.

Ada became known as Ada, Countess of Lovelace, in 1839, after marrying William
King, Earl of Lovelace. Not long after her marriage, Ada’s old friend Charles Babbage
asked her for help with his newest invention, a calculating machine he called an
“analytical engine.” This was a precursor to modern-day computers, earning Babbage
the nickname “father of the computer.” Ada, working on the machine, called herself an
analyst. She predicted that such machines would not just crunch numbers but
incorporate text, pictures, and music. Historians now call her the world’s first computer
programmer. Babbage, although not a poet like Ada’s father, bestowed

on his protégé an even better title: “Enchantress of Numbers.”
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Sandy Scott
Resident of the Month October 2026

Sandy Scott was born October 27t in Baltimore, MD. She lived most of her
life in the Whiteford, MD area, and graduated from North Harford High
School in 1958. She also attended Harford Community College for a couple
of years. Afterwards, Sandy worked at an accounting office for the state of
Maryland.

Sandy met her husband, Robert, at school, and they were married in 1959.
Sandy had four children, Jimmy, Tim, Brian, and Tracey. Today she has six
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren as well! Sandy spent a great deal
of time volunteering with the American Legion, working to prepare meals
and helping with events. She also enjoyed reading, flower gardening, and
playing cards with friends and family.

Sandy moved to Zimmerman Place in December of 2025, and we couldn’t
be happier to have her. You may see Sandy around attending lunch outings
with us, getting her nails done, or listening to our live music. When you see
her around, be sure to say, “Hello!”, you will be glad you did!




